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Comments from Dean Gary Cunningham
 As most, if not all, of you know by now, we do have a new 
farm bill, passed by Congress and signed by the President.  The 
tradition in Congress has been to give each new farm bill a 
title that reflects the bill’s major emphasis or aspirations.  The 
new bill is called the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008.  Unlike other recent farm bills, this one legislates some 
major changes in the research and education title that affect the 
agency that funds programs at our land-grant universities and 
administrates the USDA’s competitive grant research, exten-
sion and higher education programs.  Most of these changes 
are organizational and should not have major impacts on our 
programs or funding.  There are, however, some changes that 
have the potential to increase funding, both from new competi-
tive grant programs with mandatory funding (i.e., no need for 
appropriation each year) and from authorization for increases 
in the allowable appropriation level for existing grant programs 
(with new names).
 The Under Secretary for Research, Education and Eco-
nomics (the under secretary in charge of the mission area that 
includes CSREES, ARS, ERS and NASS) will also carry the title 
of “Chief Scientist” for USDA.  This individual is required to 
develop an annual USDA science “Roadmap” that is essentially 
a strategic plan for the coordination of research, extension 
and education among the agencies in the REE mission area.  
This is to be done by a program staff drawn from the agencies’ 
existing staff.  This staff will represent the six divisions of the 
REE office:  Renewable energy, resources and environment; 
Food safety, nutrition and health; Plant health, production and 
products; Animal health, production and products; Agriculture 
systems and technology; Agriculture economics and rural com-
munities.
 The current Cooperative State Research Education and 
Extension Service (CSREES) will be renamed the National 
Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA).  All of the existing 
programs and funding authorities of CSREES will be retained 
by NIFA.  NIFA will be led by a director who is to be an 
“esteemed” scientist appointed by the President for a six-year 
term.  The NIFA director will report to the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the Secretary’s designee.
 The competitive grant program has been renamed the Ag-
riculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI).  This program 
combines the funding authorities of the National Research 
Initiative (NRI) and the Initiative for Future Agriculture and 
Food Systems (IFAFS).  The funding authorization for AFRI is 
$700 million, an increase of $200 million over the NRI authori-
zation.  Actual funding in any one year will still be determined 
by the appropriation process.  Without great effort by the 
land-grant universities, the actual appropriations are not likely 
to be greater than the current level for the NRI.  The intent of 
Congress is that the actual appropriation will be divided; 60% 
for basic research, 40% for applied research, and 30% of all 
grants must be integrated projects with at least two of the three 
land-grant functions (research, extension or education).  The 
actual implementation will depend on NIFA-developed RFAs.  
The facilities and administration costs on AFRI grants will be 
limited to 22% of total costs, which roughly equates to 29% of 
the modified total costs used by NSF and other federal agencies.
 NIFA is also authorized to administer a new set of com-
petitive grant programs with mandatory funding that does not 
require annual appropriations by Congress, as well as discre-
tional funding that does require appropriation each year.  There 
will be four such programs:  
 1.  A research and extension program in organic agricul-
ture, which will begin in FY 2009 with $18 million in manda-
tory and $25 million in authorized discretionary funding per 
year.
 2.  A specialty crops research program that will begin in 
FY 2008 with $30 million in mandatory and $100 million in 
authorized discretionary funding per year.
 3.  A New Farmer/Rancher grant program that will begin
in FY 2009 with  $18 million in mandatory and $30 million in 
authorized discretionary funding per year.
 4.  A biomass research and development program that will 
begin in FY 2009 with $20 million in mandatory and $35 mil-
lion in authorized discretionary funding per year.
Some of these authorization levels will increase slightly over the 
five-year life of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act.
 This is the overall plan.  As I mentioned earlier, this should 
not have major impacts on our programs.  On the positive side, 
it could, as many hope, lead to enhanced funding opportuni-
ties for our programs in the future.  More details will become 
apparent as our federal partners implement this plan and begin 
to release their requests for applications.  ARD will continue 
its positive engagement with USDA, Congress and our fellow 
land-grant institutions and make every effort to  ensure that 












“Evaluating water sustainability with the watershed footprint”
Amount	Funded:		 $4,700
Gary Hergert	(Panhandle	Research	and	Extension	Center)
“Effect of different irrigation allocations on perennial grass for 
growing cellulosic materials for ethanol production”
















































Continuing ARD Advisory Council members are:	 	 	
























“How much soil water can be conserved using a no-till system 
with a crop rotation of sugarbeets, dry beans and corn?”
Amount	Funded:		 $11,000
Julie Huddle	(School	of	Natural	Resources)
“Effects of eastern redcedar on the hydrology of cotton wood 




































Alisha O’Malley (Biochemistry)	 					 	 					$2,500
Mentor:	Dr.	Melanie	Simpson
“Structural	Determinations	of	UDP-Glucose	Dehydrogenase”













































































































































NEB 22-328  Genetics, breeding and evaluation of winter 




NEB 24-161  Innovation activity in the agri-food system:  





NEB 28-094  Improved monitoring techniques and EILs for 















NEB 43-106  Intensification of winter wheat-based dryland 





Proposals Submitted for Federal Grants






New or Revised Projects
March and April 2008
	 Shannon Bartelt-Hunt and Daniel Snow	–	NSF	–	Collab-
orative	Research:	Fate	and	bioavailability	of	estrogenic	com-
pounds	in	aquatic	sediment	–	$191,228



















 Raymond Supalla, Derrel Martin, Gary Hergert, 
Christopher Thompson, Paul Burgener and Brian 
McMullen	–	USDA/RME	–	Risk	management	with	limited	ir-
rigation	–	$74,690
	 William Lewis, Ruth Heaton, Thomas McGowan, Walter 











	 Mark Bernards	–	Pioneer	Hybrids		 																	$10,000.00
	 Kenneth Cassman	–	NCRA	of	Experiment






	 Joseph Barycki	–	NIH	 	 	 															$219,464.00
	 Donald Becker	–	NIH	 	 	 															$301,208.00




	 	 Katherine	W.	Baker	Fund	 	 																$12,000.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000		 																			$9,069.00
Entomology:
	 Blair Siegfried	–	USDA/ARS	 	 																	$25,000.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$32,500.00
Food Science and Technology:
	 Rolando Flores	–	Nebraska	Wheat	Board	 																	$33,084.00
Grants and Contracts Received 
for March and April 2008
	 Rick Goodman –	USDA	Foreign	Agricultural
	 	 Service	 	 	 	 																	$44,220.00
	 Vicki Schlegel –	Nebraska	Cyriaca	Cooperative													$26,000.00
	 Randy Wehling, Michael Zeece and
 Harshavardhan Thippareddi –	American	Meat
	 	 Institute	Foundation	 	 																	$70,750.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 	 	$1,442.00
Northeast Research and Extension Center:
	 Dennis Bauer –	Haskell	Agricultural	Lab	Swine
	 	 Program	Excellence	Fund	 	 																	$12,013.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$56,450.00
Panhandle Research and Extension Center:
	 Robert Wilson, Jr. –	Pioneer	Hi-Bred	International						$10,000.00	
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$17,500.00
Plant Pathology:
	 Gary Yuen and Thomas Powers	–	NRI	 																	$59,739.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$90,877.00
School of Natural Resources:
	 Paul Hanson	–	NSF															 																 																	$12,885.00




 David Marx	–	NIH		 	 	 																	$25,280.00
Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences:
	 David Steffen	–	Nebraska	Department	of	Health	
	 	 and	Human	Services								 																																			$19,200.00
	 David Steffen	–	USDA/APHIS					 																	 																	$52,866.00
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$10,057.00
Water Center:
 Kyle Hoagland –	U.S.	Geological	Survey		 																	$92,335.00
West Central Research and Extension Center
	 Don Adams	–	Gudmunsen	Sandhills	Lab	Student
	 	 Support	Fund	 	 																																		$23,540.00 
 Jerry Volesky –	Sampson	Range	and	Pasture
	 	 Management		 	 	 																	$10,000.00	
	 Miscellaneous	Grants	under	$10,000	 																	$17,100.00
	 	 	 	 	 TOTAL                  $1,943,510.00
	 Rolando Flores	–	USDA/CSREES/SRGP	–	Midwest	Ad-
vanced	Food	Manufacturing	Alliance	–	$340,764















	 Kyle Hoagland and Lorrie Benson	–	USDA	–	Creating	a	
professional	science	master’s	program	in	the	Great	Plains	–
$173,038
	 Rhae Drijber	–	USDA/ARS	–	Developing	technologies	to	
improve	soil	and	nutrient	management	–	$65,000
